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The First Car Drives into Key West

Upper left: The start. Claude Nolan and Kenneth
Goodson are wearing bathing suits for safety and later
donned life preservers when they approached the long and
high bridges. Left: One view of their rough ride over the
ties before they reached the trestles. Below: Almost over.
This is a view of the car after its near-disastrous slip.
Above: One view of the track which the intrepid drivers
crossed.

MOTORISTS, and particularly the citizens of
the little town of Key West, Florida, are still
marveling over the spectacular motor car run
which Claude Nolan and Kenneth Good-son
made from Miami to Key West on Dec. 23 in a
La Salle roadster across the famous Florida East
Coast overseas railway.

To accomplish such a feat the drivers were
compelled to ride the ties on more than 50 miles
of trestles and much of the remaining distance

LaSalle Can Go Anywhere



was over the railway with no other roadbed. Theirs
was the first motor car to go into Key West under its
own power, since as yet there is no other means of
reaching this southernmost point in the United
States except over the railway and by boat.

Claude Nolan has been Cadillac-La Salle distributor
in Florida and South Georgia for more than 21
years, and long has been recognized as one of the
outstand-ing automotive leaders of this country. He
gave two reasons for the hazardous journey.

"First, I wanted to see how the La Salle would
withstand such a grueling test," he said, "and
second, I wanted to be at the wheel of the first car
that went into Key West under its own power.
Through courtesy of officials of the Florida East
Coast Railway the drive was made possible and has
pronounced a success in every веnsе оf the word."

The drive attracted moving picture cameramen and
newspaper representatives. Preceded by a special
train, on the rear of which was carried a flat car for
the conventence of news-paper men and
photographers, the two drivers left Miami at 8
o'clock on the morning of Friday, Dec 28, and
completed their journey into Key West at 3.15.
o'clock on the following afternoon.

The first 94 miles of the trip were made over an
extension of the Atlantic Coastal highway, which in
the near future will be connected with Key West by
means of huge ferryboats which now are under
construction in Jacksonville. Nolan made this
distance with his high-powered roadster in 1 hr. and
27 min. despite the fact that the start of the journey
was through the city limits of Miami.

At the end of the highway Nolan swerved his car
from the road, climbed a 15-foot embankment to

the railway, pointed the La Salle southward and
began his journey across the famous overseas
railway. His left wheels had a clearance on the cross
ties of only 4 in. which represented the safety he
and Goodson had from a plunge into the sea 30 ft.
below.

The veteran newspapermen and photographers all
agreed that it was the "most thrilling story without
bloodshed" that they had ever covered. The first
bridge was crossed without accident, although many
times the tires extended for a short distance over the
edge. At the beginning Nolan drove from 12 to 20
m.p.h., but later slowed up to assure more safety.

On one bridge the rear wheels leaped from the ties
and the car's failure to fall overboard into the water
beneath was considered nothing short of
miraculous. Darkness compelled them to delay the
drive Friday night and the car was left on a platform
in the middle of the Pigeon Key bridge until
morning. This trestle is 7 1/2 miles long and is
considered one of the greatest engineering feats the
world has known.

The following morning the drive was resumed an
the party arrived in Key West at 3.15 o'clock in the
afternoon. A large delegation of citizens, headed by
the mayor, met the party and held a celebration in
honor of the first motor car to reach their city under
its own power.

Although the La Salle roadster underwent one of
the most severe tests conceivable, the only trouble
encountered on the entire journey was in the form
of two blowouts which resulted from continual
pounding over railway spikes and irons. The roadster
was a standard car with the exception of a high-
compression head and a high gear ratio.

X Marks the Speedster
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Would you like to contribute?

Share with a friend!


