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Director's Message  
We finally felt a few warm days when we returned from 
Florida last month. We were hoping the warm weather 
would have followed us home but that didn't happen. The 
northeast winds coming off the ocean have really chilled 
South Jersey.  I'm sure by the time you receive this 
newsletter, the warmer spring weather will be upon us. 
This month we've included an automotive article about 
Louis Chevrolet and Henry Ford racing on the beaches in 
Cape May in 1905. Most people may think that beach 
racing started with NASCAR in Daytona during the 1940s, 
but that's not correct. The grudge between Ford and 
Chevrolet started on the beaches in Cape May a hundred 
twenty years ago. Some might ask why racing on the 
beaches was so important at the beginning of the last 
century. That's because they were the only flat road 
surfaces that were available to set land speed records at the 
time. Highways hadn't been invented yet. 
Henry Ford lost the race and wasn't able to pay his hotel 
bill. So he offered the owner some stock in his newly 
formed Ford Motor Company. Unfortunately, the owner 
didn't want the stock and wanted cash instead. So Henry 
had to sell his car to pay the bill.  
However,  a little forgotten fact was the car that Walter 
Christie entered made the one mile pass run at 90.72 miles 
per hour on August 25, 1905. He also built and raced the 
first American front wheel drive car in 1907. I’ve included 
a copy of that article for all the unbelievers. Barney 
Oldfield bought the car in 1910 and he was the first driver 
to complete a lap on the Indianapolis speedway at over 100 
mph in 1915. 
Hopefully you've dialed in your primary classic cars over 
the winter and they're ready to roll this summer. There's 
nothing more rewarding than driving a 100 mile road trip 
and having your car perform perfectly. 
We have several events lined up for the first half of the 
year and we hope you can join us with your classic cars.
  
The first event is a road tour celebrating the Rt 10 
Centennial Celebration. We've included the history of that 
route from the beginning as an Indian trail in the 1600s. 
Most people take for granted what was involved to develop 
our current highway system that we drive today.
 

This is a twenty mile tour that will start at the Morganton 

Upcoming Events 
Plan now to join us for our upcoming events! See 
dvrccca.org for more details and additional events.   
The CCCA Museum Annual Show
Date: 30 May ­ 1 June 2025
Location: Hickory Corners, MI  
Route 10 One Hundredth Anniversary
Date: 7 June 2025
Includes a road tour from Morgantown to Oxford 
with different events in the towns along the way.  
250th Anniversary Celebration of 
Revolutionary War Hero General Marquis 
de Lafayette
Date: 27 July 2025
Includes a road tour which will be led by Jeff Hery. 
All members, please send a list of local events that 
you are aware of to Robert Praetorius at 
rjpraetorius@gmail.com so he can compile a list. 
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Auto Mall on June 7th at 10:00 AM. We'll gather on the north 
side parking lot that borders on the Pennsylvania turnpike. 
The tour will go through four towns along RT 10 and it will 
end at the Octoraro Hotel in Oxford. The club will treat all 
participant's to lunch at the Hotel. Please call Jeff Hery at 
484­401­4250 if you plan to attend.
  
The second event is the Keystone Packard Meet at Andrew 

continued on page 11 >
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Cliff's Caddy: A Story About A 1934 Cadillac 355D-20 Town Sedan 
by Cliff Woodbury, photos used with permission

This is a story about a 1934 
Cadillac 355D­20 Town Sedan.  
My Dad spied it in a junk yard 
and he and one of my uncles 
towed it home circa 1955 with a 
rope and one or two old tires for 
cushions.  I don’t know for sure 
which yard held the treasure; it 
likely was one of the many in SW 
Philadelphia, near the airport, that 
were more numerous and 
interesting to old­car junkies in 
1955 than today. 
The car was nearly complete but 
not running.  I remember that the 
1934­style Flying Goddess, the 
gorgeous but totally useless bi­
plane “bumpers”, and the clock were missing.  I’ve always thought of the 
instruments in 1932­1935 Fisher body styles and up to 1937 in Fleetwood 
styles as being particularly handsome, and I pestered Dad unmercifully 
until he let me borrow one from his extensive collection of early 30s 
Cadillac parts mostly picked at junk yards in and around Philadelphia and 
New York City.  With careful cleaning, the clock started as soon as I 
found the correct wire and touched it to the terminal on the clock, 
eventually through a switch added to limit its duty cycle.  
I was determined to get the motor running so I could have it to play with 
and to help aerate the lawn.  I eventually succeeded with attention to the 

continued on next page >
Copyright 2025, DVRCCCA. All rights reserved.

usual things – gas and spark – and 
to cleanup of valves and valve 
seats.  I chose to ignore the 
alarmingly­high oil consumption 
and attendant clouds of smoke. 
  
Much later, Dad removed the 
piston­rod assemblies as part of a 
partial rebuild of the motor.  We 
were surprised to find that many 
of the piston rings were broken!  
Running quality was much 
improved with new rings and 
pistons. 
  
Even with the relatively short 
time the car may have been in 
service, water trapped under the 
rubber covers was sufficient for 
the tin worm to turn the running 
boards into lace, a common 
problem with these cars.  The car 
has always been under cover since 
we took it over in the 1950s, and 
as a result, the body is excellent 
other than the running boards. 
  
The attached picture of the car 
was taken as it was being moved 
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Louis Chevrolet races 
Henry Ford and Walter 
Christie on the beaches of 
Cape May, August 1905  
by Robert Elwell, Sr. Photographs appear 
courtesy of Robert Elwell, Sr. and the 
Cape May County Historical & 
Genealogical Society. Permission to 
reprint the Article from Al Brennan 
Wildwood Historical Society.
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in the early 90s from a rented garage in nearby Media, 
PA to the garage here at our home.  My story now 
moves to a second car that happens to be the exact 
same style 1934 Cadillac, this one purchased by my 
grandfather as an “executive” car in 1934.  Note the 
1935­style bumpers on this 1934 Cadillac.  I 
remember Dad saying that customers who complained 
about excessive damage to those beautiful­but­useless 
bi­plane bumpers found wanting in relatively minor 
incidents were offered free 1935­style bumpers as 
replacements.  Dad believed there was a running 
change to 1935­style bumpers late in 1934 production 
to stanch such complaints.   

Cliff's Caddy (continued)
That’s Dad at the wheel.  He had no formal training in 
the mechanical arts or as an auto mechanic, but was 
the most careful and competent mechanic I have ever 
known. I learned a lot by watching him, and pestering 
him with questions.  He was a walking encyclopedia 
of Classic Cadillacs, particularly 1934­935.  The 1935 
355E­20 Convertible Coupe that my parents bought in 
1940 just in time to bring my sister home from Taylor 
Hospital in Ridley Park, PA after her birth (and later, 
my other sister and me) sits today in my garage. His 
quiet competence and its positive effect on me were 
the foundation for my thoughts as I composed this 
story.  

In 1905 Cape May was a thriving 
national seashore resort. Many of the 
people coming to Cape May were fans 
of the new automobile or horseless 
carriages. They would take their cars 
on the stretch of sand from Madison 
Avenue to Poverty Beach for a ride.

In the spring of that year invitations went out to automobile owners in 
the City of Cape May inviting them to attend a meeting for the purpose 
of forming an automobile organization with the goal of transforming 
Cape May City beach into a national automobile speedway. As a 
result, there was an enthusiastic meeting of a large number of auto 

Left: The Cape May Hotel (later 
called the Christian Admiral)

owners. A. H. Chadbourne was made temporary 
president. A. G. Batchelder, secretary of the Racing 
Board of the Automobile Club of America, who traveled 
all the way from New York to attend the meeting, was the 
guest speaker. Thus, the Cape May Automobile Club 
formed with Edward B. Smith of Philadelphia as its 
president. Jack Hiscock served as secretary. Fred Betz, 
III, J. N. Wilkins, and A. L. Depew formed a committee 
to select the vice presidents and to arrange for the details 
of final organization.
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Louis Chevrolet 1905 (continued)
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The beach they wanted to make a speedway was a 
stretch between the Life Saving Station (just east of 
Madison Avenue) and Sewell’s Point, where the 
beginning of the Cold Spring Inlet is located at the 
Coast Guard base today. Cape May’s beach was 
described as the best beach in the nation. Only the 
famous Ormond, Florida beach was considered better 
for racing new machines. As a result, race dates were 
set for July 29, August 25, and 26. The races would be 
run against time. 
The organization felt extremely happy with the 
progress they had made in the first few meetings. Their 
chance of landing some of the country’s top 
automobile racers to race on the Cape May beaches 
would put Cape May on the national map. The race 
would attract some of the best race car drivers and their 
automobiles in the country. 
Mr. Walter Christie was invited to the Cape May 
Speedway by the Cape May Automobile Club to see if 
he could break the world’s record for both the mile and 
kilometer in his famous 180­horsepower (hp) car. This 
would be the big event that for the first time would 
bring thousands to Cape May to witness the attempt. 
Christie felt confident that he could do this by speeding 
over the Cape May sand. Using his famous car in the 
Ormond/Daytona course, he drove a mile in 40 seconds 
(about 90 mph). This was the fastest mile time ever in 
an American­built gasoline car. It was reported that 
since that time, he had increased the power in his car 
and it would be the Cape May beach where the results 
would be recorded. 
In the early racing days there was a famous Dewar 
challenge cup. At first, many thought Henry Ford 
would receive the Dewar cup by default since Walter 
Ross (who won the cup at Ormond) sold his racing car. 
Walter Christie sent a challenge to Henry Ford to race 
him on the Cape May beach where the winner would 
take possession of this prestigious challenge trophy. 
In exchange for lending Henry Ford $400 to pay his 
hotel bill while staying in Cape May, Ford promised to 
make Daniel Focer (sitting at the wheel of the car) “the 
first Ford dealer in America,” and he did. Standing 
next to him, his partner Jay Mecray. Circa 1915. 
The New York Journal reported that Louis Chevrolet 
would be coming to Cape May for the races in August 

Above: In exchange for lending Henry Ford $400 to pay 
his hotel bill while staying in Cape May, Ford promised 
to make Daniel Focer (sitting at the wheel of the car) 
“the first Ford dealer in America,” and he did. Standing 
next to him, his partner Jay Mecray. Circa 1915.) 
Below: Driver Barney Oldfield (seated) and Henry Ford 
with the Ford 999 Race Car.

to try to break the mile and kilometer records 
established on the Cape May beach in July by 
Christie. The Journal went on to report that, 
“Chevrolet will drive the 120 hp Fiat car which 
finished second in the recent Gordon­Bennett race in 
France. The car has been shipped from Italy for the 
Vanderbilt cup race, but is expected to be here in 
ample time for the Cape May race.” 

continued on next page >
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Ledger, also tagged along with the promoters. He 
claimed that Cape May beach would be the best place 
for the race. As word got around, eventually 25 
machines (cars) came to Cape May with owners 
interested in the outcome of the test on Cape May 
beach. 
Members of the Cape May Automobile Club pulled 
out all stops and did everything within their power to 
make these events a success. The leading automobiles 
of the Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and New 
York areas were being readied for action on the Cape 
May beach speedway when the racing began.
  
Cape May City and the committees in charge of the 
racing details worked feverishly with the anticipation 
of many prominent automobilists who would come to 
witness Christie’s record trial on the City’s beaches. 
The club decided that Mr. S. M. Butler, secretary of 
the Automobile Club of America, would take charge 
of the timing apparatus which was his usual 
assignment in big racing events. Mr. M. A. G. 
Batchelder, from the American Automobile 
Association (AAA), agreed to act as referee for the 
races. Mr. G. F. Wagner would act in the capacity as 
clerk of the course, which he did for all­important race 
meets in the country.
  
The auto club, and really the entire city, was excited 
about the automobile time trials to be conducted on 
the Cape May Beach Speedway. These trials would 
eventually lead to attempts at breaking the world’s 

Louis Chevrolet 1905 (continued)
Several American records were broken on Cape May 
sands. They were broken by America’s greatest 
driving experts of that time. But the race that all eyes 
were upon was the race on August 25, 1905 between 
Henry Ford, Louis Chevrolet, A. L. Campbell, and 
Walter Christie. Much was at stake on that summer 
day, namely prestige for the race car drivers.  As for 
the spectators, jokes flew back and forth along the 
boardwalk and knickered kids hollered, “Get a horse!” 
No one that day realized how historically important 
that August 25, 1905 would be in automotive history. 
Prior to the Cape May Automobile Club organizing, 
Mr. Winton, of Winton Automobile Works of Ohio, 
traveled to Cape May to test the beach for a race 
scheduled for August. Mr. Winton’s car was claimed 
to hold the world’s record for speed, and he brought it 
with him. After he inspected the beach, he claimed 
Cape May beach to be the finest racing beach that he 
had ever found.  Mr. Chadbourne of Philadelphia, who 
owned “a very handsome car,” was also in Cape May 
and made daily runs on the beach. Deeply involved in 
the automobile era, Chadbourne and Winton were 
looking to enter one of their cars in the Cape May 
beach races. 
Mr. John Hiscock, a Philadelphia newspaperman, 
followed the race promoters while in Cape May and 
felt sure that the race would take place on the Cape 
May beach. D. Leroy Reeves, of the Philadelphia 
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record for speed in gasoline automobiles. Many 
prominent racing officials came to Cape May to 
examine its beach to see if it was satisfactory for 
racing. Among the officials was Robert Lee Morrell, 
chairman of the racing board of the AAA, who was the 
leading authority in racing matters in America. 
Cape May’s auto club, which arranged for the time 
trials and races, offered two trophy cups – one to be 
known as the Cape May Trophy – was valued at 
$1,000 and the other valued at $500. Both cups were 
splendid examples of silversmith’s art and designed by 
J. E. Caldwell of Philadelphia. The Cape May Trophy 
would be awarded for the best time over a 
straightaway beach course for one mile. The other cup 
($500) called the Kilometer Cup and would obviously 
be awarded for the best time on the beach’s kilometer 
course.
  
The auto club arranged to have seven other events to 
run the mile course. Amateurs in all makes of cars 
would be classified as to the horsepower of their cars 
and they would be trying for the best timed speeds. 
Chauffeurs and professional drivers would be in other 
events to show off their talents in handling their 
employers’ cars. All in all it would be quite a day for 
Cape May and racing in America. So much excitement 
was generated in the Philadelphia area that special 
trains were run on the Pennsylvania Railroad to ensure 
enthusiasts would get a chance to view the racing at 
the Cape May Beach Speedway. 
Colonel John Tracy, manager of the Lafayette Hotel, 

Louis Chevrolet 1905 (continued)

said, “The racing would be one of the greatest events 
in the history of Cape May. I am satisfied that we have 
the best mile and kilometer course in the country and 
possibly the world. Should these meetings be held 
successfully as they now promise to be, a new 
attraction will be added to the many superior and 
natural advantages we already possess.” 
The race, scheduled for July 29, 1905, was rained out 
and held the following day. 
The Cape May Automobile Club had to get special 
permission from the AAA to race on a Sunday as the 
regular rules restricted Sunday racing. 
Christie was victorious in his 8 cylinder, 180 hp Blue 
Flyer, and took his great machine over the course 
several times. In these heats, the times were very close 
to the record and in three heats his time was 25.2 
seconds or 90.72 mph. Finally, as the spectators and 
officials looked on, he was clocked at 25 seconds flat 
(89.28 mph) – a new kilometer record. 
Christie told a local newspaper reporter, “I am 
gratified of course, by the performance, but not at all 
surprised. I believe I can clip a little more off the 
record on this beach.” 
“How about the mile record?” the reporter asked. 
“I have always believed I can lower the mile record on 
the Cape May beach, but conditions must be perfect.” 
Christie replied. 
The Cape May Automobile Club sent out entry blanks 
for a two­day automobile meet and speed test to be 

continued on next page >
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held Friday and Saturday, August 25 and 26, under the 
official sanction of the AAA racing board. There 
would be a special prize for a free­for­all event for the 
mile and kilometer opened to the world. A one­mile 
gymkhana race; standing start; touring cars with three 
passengers and cars to be run three­eights of a mile. 
Also on the roster of events – stop car, unload all 
passengers who would select umbrellas from a barrel, 
open them before resuming their seats – car to 
continue as soon as all passengers were seated with 
umbrellas raised. First car crossing the mile finish line 
is the winner. If any umbrella was closed, broken, or 
turned inside out, the car would be disqualified. 
According to Carrie Daly’s diary, August 25th, the 
first day of automobile racing, was fair all morning 
with rain starting about 11:30. She wrote that it rained 
very hard all afternoon. As track conditions were 
spongy from the rain, some of the racers put off racing 
until the next day. 
An estimated 20,000 spectators viewed the first races. 
The boardwalk was lined for two miles. 
Results of the races of August 25th were: Cedrino, in 
his 20 hp Fiat won the first event; Kelsey, in his 
Maxwell, made a good show for the second prize. In 
the second event, open to women, Mrs. C. C. Fitler, in 
her Packard with 28 hp, won in 56 seconds. 
Events 5, 6, and 9 between the great racing experts 
were postponed, owing to unfavorable conditions. 
Henry Ford did not put in an appearance. Christie’s 
machine was not in perfect condition. Louis 
Chevrolet’s car was out of kilter. 
Only Campbell, with his 80 hp Darracq (Red Devil) 
was in shape to race. Campbell, to please the crowd, 
went the kilometer distance in 25.8 seconds (86.51 
mph) and 25.2 seconds (88.57 mph) His last trial was 
only one­fifth of a second behind Christie’s American 
record. However, had he beaten Christie’s record, it 
would not have counted officially. Christie, who was a 
favorite of the spectators, went the distance in 26.8 
seconds (83.28 mph) and 26 seconds flat (85.85 mph) 
with a disabled car. 
Cape May was proud of the officials of the Cape May 
Automobile Club who showed they were capable of 

handling the biggest events that had ever come to 
Cape May. According to reports, “there were no 
problems throughout the city except for the rain that 
fell yesterday afternoon which prevented the breaking 
of the established speed records of the mile and 
kilometer.” All persons interested in automobiles said 
Cape May was destined to be the established home of 
the sport because the stretch of beach on which the 
trials was held was the finest in the country. 
Due to the sponginess of the track on August 25, the 
$1,000 Cape May trophy was not offered, but would 
be up for grabs the next day. Just prior to the races on 
the 26th, Chadbourne went over the stretch of beach 
accompanied by a representative of the Daily Wave. It 
was apparent that the heavy rains also caused “many 
inequalities to appear,” but those involved in the race 
decided not to risk disappointing the great crowd 
assembled. 
Campbell, with his Darracq machine, may have 
proved to have had a slight advantage in the heavy 
sand. His was said to be the best mud machine and 
would go best under these conditions. When 
Campbell’s remarkable time of 38 seconds was 
announced, a wave of approval swept along the two 
miles or more of boardwalk that was crowded with 
spectators. 
Later in the race Henry Ford with his Six Cylinder 
Wonder was going at a terrific pace. Campbell, who 
pressed him for the lead, had a narrow escape from an 
accident that might have cost him his life. As the story 
goes, both were in the stretch of the second heat. 
Campbell intended to pass Ford on the ocean side. 
About this time his wheels slipped in water and the 
machine ran on one set of wheels momentarily, 
leading many to believe he would flip over. The crowd 
held its breath, but Campbell skillfully recovered 
control of his racer. As soon as it was obvious that 
Campbell was out of danger, racing enthusiasts lining 
the boardwalk gave him a hearty applause as he 
returned to the starting point. 
In speed trials before Saturday’s race, repeated efforts 
by Christie and Ford met with disappointment, when 
they failed to break the time record for the mile. Louis 
Chevrolet made one effort in his 120 hp Fiat, but his 
car was disabled in the first heat in which his time was 
40.6 seconds.

Louis Chevrolet 1905 (continued)

continued on next page >
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In 1908 Ford produced the famous Model T, and five 
years later it became the first car to be mass produced 
by the moving assembly line system of manufacture.
 

A local newspaper reported in 1908 that Dr. Emlen 
Physick sold his 400 acre farm just north of 
Schellenger’s Landing to Henry Ford of Detroit, 
Michigan. At the time Ford thought of having a branch 
manufactory of automobiles. Later he sold the farm to 
the United States government where Camp 
Wissahickon was built in 1917 as a Naval Training 
Station during World War I. This location would be 
around milepost “0” of the Parkway.
  
As you walk the promenade on a summer night and if 
you should happen to be near Madison Avenue it 
might not be unusual to hear, over the sound of the 
breaking waves, the ghostly shouts of the crowds 
egging on the racers driving their new machines – the 
apparitions might be the likes of J. Walter Christie, A. 
L. Campbell, Henry Ford, and Louis Chevrolet. 

Forget the Beast of Turin! This brutal Christie front wheel drive 
racer is much more EXTREME! It is possibly the most exciting and 
elusive racing car ever. It not only is front wheel drive, but also has 
a huge and extraordinary transverse V­4 engine of almost 20 litres! 
It is as if it comes from another world, with its four large pots, 
riveted crankcase and big and short exhaust pipes, almost blowing 
their flames in the face of the driver. 
Late in 1903 John Walter Christie, an American mechanic, engineer 
and inventor, started designing extraordinary vehicles with the most 

continued on next page >
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A Philadelphia newspaper man praised Henry Ford. 
“This man is a student of speed as well as a 
demonstrator. He has involved a racing car that has 
every appearance of having much greater speed than it 
showed yesterday (August 25, 1905).  It takes a car 
some time to get tuned up. His new machine just fresh 
from the factory, had been run over the beach less than 
a half a dozen times before it was called upon to go 
against the time. When it gets to working right/well 
autoists expect great things of it.” 
As Henry Ford had promised, he gave Dan Focer, who 
most in Cape May called “Uncle Dan,” the nation’s 
first Ford agency in 1908. Focer took J. Mecray as a 
partner who later opened a Ford Agency in Ocean City 
and one in Cape May Court House. Alec Lyle was told 
these facts by Dan Focer when he went to work as a 
car salesman in October of 1921.
  

Louis Chevrolet 1905 (continued)

The Brutal American 20-Litre V-4 Front Wheel Drive Christie Racing Car of 1907  
Written by Rosemarijn Atalante Veenenbosy

unusual engines and transmissions. His 
point of view wasn’t as common as 
others. He aimed at designing a concept 
that pulled (like a train or carriage), 
instead of pushing (like a boat). That is 
how he came to front wheel drive. But he 
went a step further placing the engine 
transversely between the front wheels, 
just like Alec Issigonis did some 50 years 
later when he designed the Mini. Christie 
was the first serious proponent of front 
wheel drive cars in the US. 
Walter Christie founded his Christie 
Direct Action Motor Car Company in 
1905. Before designing those extreme 
vehicles he was involved with war­
machinery, having established the 
Christie Iron Works in 1899. His Iron 
Works constructed, refurbished and 
strengthened gun turret components for 
US and British warships, which he did in 
a state­of­the­art machine shop in 
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Manhattan, where he also was to build his high­tech 
racing cars. 
To put his front­wheel­drive concept to the test 
Christie entered his cars in track racing. The first 
racing car appeared on the race track in January of 
1904. This way he hoped to promote his patented front 
wheel drive system, but the car wasn’t a great success. 
His racer gained a reputation for heavy steering and 
challenging handling, the result of an extreme front 
weight bias. 
In the following years a total of six different racers 
were built, one of which had two 60hp engines, one at 
each end of the car! 
The most spectacular and brutal car Christie ever built 
was definitely the V­4 racer of 1907. It had an engine 
that housed an astonishing 20 liters (1,214 cubic 
inches), mounted transversely, the crankshaft taking 
the place of the front axle! 
It was a completely new design, specially built for the 
1907 racing season and using no parts from previous 
racers. The immense engine had a bore and stroke of 
184 x 184 mm (7 1/4 inch square), 8 atmospheric inlet 
valves per cylinder and just one mechanically opened 
overhead exhaust valve. The transverse mounted 
engine employed crankshaft mounted spur gears and 
telescopic U­joints on each end to drive the front 
wheels, originally through a transmission arrangement 
that featured dangerously exposed gears. Later this 
was changed, to make it better suited for high­speed 
racing. 
After two poor performances at the Vanderbilt Cup 
races with earlier models Christie was determined to 
do better this season and he entered this car for the 
French Grand Prix of that year at Dieppe. The car did 
make it to the starting line in France, but unfortunately 
engine and/or clutch problems forced him out of the 
race on lap 4. Walter Christie claimed to have reached 
a top speed of 120 MPH with this brutal machine. 
Despite its monstrous dimensions, the Christie racer 
weighed only 1,800 pounds, which was not bad at all. 
Competing cars struggled to stay under the regulatory 
2,200 pound weight limit. 

Christie FWD 1907 (continued)

Top: The 20 liter V4 ready for the race. Note the wide 

rim on the right with double tires (to avoid spinning?) 

and the radiator sitting right in front of the driver ­ it must 

have been an extremely hot experience for him. Middle: 

Close­up of the V4 being built up. The camshaft for the 

four exhaust valves is situated right at the front. The 

entire front wheel drive, suspension and steering was 

bolted onto each side of the crankcase. Bottom:. The 

V4 20 liter under construction ­ it has an impressively 

large radiator in the shape of a bonnet. 
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Walter Christie built two or three touring cars in 1905 
and a later (1909) Christie vehicle was a taxicab with 
a 4­cylinder transverse engine. He ended his career 
making front wheel drive tractor conversions as well 
as tanks in his Front­Drive Motor Company, which 
gave him a reasonable amount of success. It appears 
that none of the Christie racing cars has survived, or 
could there be one still hiding somewhere?
  
Front­wheel drive later became more successful, e.g. 
with Citroën that used it for its Traction Avant (which 
means literally front­wheel drive in French) as well as 
for the iconic 2CV. Citroën replaced the telescoping 
U­joints by Hookes type universal driveshaft joints, 
which were a drastic improvement and made the front­
wheel drive system function properly. But there have 
been many other manufacturers who tried their hand at 
front­wheel drive, with more or less success.
  
It seems Walter Christie at least achieved his goal to 
popularize front­wheel drive!

Christie FWD 1907 (continued)

Photos at right, top to bottom: 
 

1) The V4 with its huge radiator, acting as a bonnet. 
This photo clearly shows that this model had gear 
change at some point in time, whereas other photos 
show the car without. 
  
2) Barney Oldfield  and the Christie Front Drive, 1915. 
Barney "Master Driver of the World" is still "Mr. Racing" 
to the average American. Starting with Henry Ford in 
1902, Barney was still winning in 1918 having raced on 
almost every track in the country. This 1909 Christie, 
with the wheels on the ends of the crankshaft, was the 
first car to lap Indianapolis at over 100 miles per hour. 
  
3) From above the unusual layout of the V4 is even 
more evident. There appears to be no gearbox! The car 
must have had so much torque that it didn't need one. 
The photos taken in the shop suggest gear change 
mechanisms at the very front of the engine. 
  
4) Another Christie model, this time with what looks like 
a smaller transverse four in­line, or was it perhaps a 
4x4 eight?
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Rosen's Rosedale Park Cemetery, 3850 Richlieu Rd., 
Bensalem, PA 19020 on June 14th from 10:00 AM to 2:00 
PM. If you plan to attend this event, please call Andrew at 
215­595­7693 and let him know. There will be a $10.00 
charge for lunch. We have limited parking and food and we 
need to know the headcount so no one goes home hungry.  
The third event is the Bicentennial Celebration of Lafayette's 
final tour of America. This tour will start at the Stottsville 
Inn in Stottsville, PA on July 27th at 10:00 AM. We will be 
the entourage for Marquis De Lafayette who will be 
chauffeured in Jeff's 1929 Cadillac Dual­Cowl Phaeton. This 
is not our event and we are obligated to follow Jeff along the 
route. There will be several stops and photo ops along the 

Director's Message (continued from p. 1) way. The Friends of Lafayette will also be making a movie 
and a book of this tour so there is a chance to be captured in 
history. The tour ends at the Marriott Inn in Lancaster. The 
club will provide  hats and a box lunch for all participants. 
Please call Jeff at 484­401­4250 if you plan to attend.
  
Please review your calendars and see what you can do to 
support our club and show off your classic. We would really 
love to see you and your cars at any or all of these events! 
The continuation of our hobby relies on us to strut our stuff 
so we hope to see you out there.

Robert Praetorius, 
Director

The History of Route 10 from Morgantown to 
Oxford 
Reprinted rom the Souvenir Program of the Road 
Opening Celebration, Parkesburg to Oxford, 
Saturday, June 6th, 1925, (right). Photo courtesy of 
Jeff Hery.

Years, perhaps centuries, before the axe of the first white 
man was heard felling trees in the magnificent forest which 
covered the entire country known later as Pennsylvania, or 
Penn's Woods, there was a trail winding along the ridge 
which separates the water sheds of the Susquehanna and the 
Delaware. 
Over this trail Indians journeyed to the headwaters of the 
Chesapeake. Perhaps they came to get the fish and oysters 
that were to be found there in such abundance. Large piles of 
oyster shells to be seen to­day, as relics of that far­off time 
would seem to substantiate this belief. Probably also, they 
were members of the Nanticoke Indians, journeying back to 
their old homes on the Eastern Shore of Maryland after 
having been driven northward before the onslaughts of 
hostile tribes to settle in Northern Lancaster, Berks, Luzerne 
and other counties. Whatever its purpose, there was a 
distinctly marked trail from beyond Honeybrook in Chester 
County, southward through Compass, thence by the road just 
at the western edge of Parkesburg to Cochranville, 
Russellville, Hayesville, Oxford, and on southwest of 
Nottingham village to the bay. 
When the whites came and the settlement of the Nottingham 
lots and other tracts to the northward, this trail was evidently 

widened so as to accommodate horse travel, and ultimately 
the wagons of the settlers. It seems that very early it was 
much used in hauling limestone from northern quarries and 
in all probability the soubriquet, the Limestone road by 
which this road has been known for nearly two centuries and 
a half originated from its use for this purpose. 

continued on next page >
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In 1724, it would seem that there were obstructions in this 
road for there is a record in the courts of a petition asking 
that this road be laid out and kept clear by the county 
authorities. This petition would seem to refute the statements 
of historians for many years that the Limestone road was 
never surveyed.
  
So from the earliest days, this Limestone road, the Octoraro 
trail or the Nanticoke trail, call it what you please, was an 
important line in the road system of the county. When the 
railroads came, there was a stage to the main line at 
Parkesburg, and not a few persons along the route can recall 
Tom Ingram cracking his whip over four head as he started 
with passengers and mail between the two towns. 
Horses could travel over this road knee deep in mud in 
winter and in dust and sand in summer, but with the coming 
of the automobile the Limestone became a highway to be 
avoided. Many travelers from Parkesburg to Oxford west 
over fifty miles by the way of Downingtown and West 
Chester to escape the terrible quicksands of the Limestone. 
Faces from Cochranville, which formerly were familiar to 
everyone in Oxford, were no longer seen on the streets. 
Every winter was one of discontent for the residents of the 
villages and farms were shut off from town by morasses of 
mud. 
It was this condition that led to the agitation which after 
thirteen years has resulted in the completion of a fine 
highway between Parkesburg and Oxford. The first move 
was made when Lower Oxford applied for state aid in 
building the road from Oxford to Hayesville and East 
Nottingham continued it south to Barnsley schoolhouse. A 
fine type of road with Telford base and Amiesite top was 
built in 1912 and is still in excellent condition, though 

History of the Trail (continued) having had practically no repairs since it was put down. The 
cost of the Lower Oxford section was about $18,000 a mile, 
while East Nottingham section cost but about $13,500, 
owing to the short haul for materials. When the road was 
included in the comprehensive plan of State roads under 
what is known as the Sproul Act, and the first bond issue of 
fifty millions of dollars had been passed, it was felt that the 
Limestone road would be among the first to be constructed. 
Just at that time, however, the war broke upon the nation. 
The cost of materials and labor rose by leaps and bounds, so 
that instead of having to pay twenty thousand dollars for a 
mile of standard highway, they could not be procured for 
fifty and sometimes eighty thousand dollars. In the face of 
this, Governor Sproul and Highway Commissioner Lewis 
Sadler saw their hopes of a completed system to be built by 
the fifty million dollars go glimmering, and  to continue the 
project, and it was held in abeyance for over a year. Finally, 
the second fifty million dollar road loan was passed and ten 
millions of this amount was allotted to secondary roads, 
each county to provide an amount equal to the sum offered 
to it. Chester County's share was $270,000 and immediately 
the loan passed, Commissioners Butler, Reece and Kley 
announced  their intention of matching it, so that $540,000 
was available for secondary roads in the county. Likewise, 
these commissioners designated the Limestone Compass to 
the Lincoln Highway, and then south past the Octoraro 
Church to Parkesburg. The winter just past found the road 
completed with the exception of a small gap at about one 
mile on either side of Cochranville. 
With the first signs of spring, the contractor started filling 
this gap and this celebration is the formal announcement 
that the centuries old Indian Trail is now a modern concrete 
highway.

Route 10 Centennial 
Celebration - June 7, 2025
Time to dust off the Classics and hit the 
road with Jeff Hery and his '29 Cadillac 
dual cowl phaeton! Route 10 began as an 
Indian trail and was used by colonists 
since the 1600’s. The tour is 20 miles 
starting at Morgantown Auto Mall on June 
7th at 10 AM. There are 4 stops along Rt. 
10, and it concludes at the Octororo Hotel 
in Oxford, PA. The club will host lunch 
for all participants at the Hotel. Contact 
Jeff Hery at 484­401­4250 for more 
information. Beale House on the Route 10 Tour
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250th Anniversary Celebration of Revolutionary War Hero General Marquis 
de Lafayette 
by Jack Hotz

This year, 2024, marks the 200th anniversary of the Marquis de 
Lafayette’s triumphal return tour of the United States in 1824­25. 
The aging French nobleman, beloved by the American people, had 
fought alongside George Washington during the Revolutionary War 
over 40 years earlier. When he arrived in New York City on Aug. 16, 
1824, Lafayette embarked on a tour of the United States that took him 
across the country. As he travelled more than 6,000 miles through all 
24 states, Americans celebrated Lafayette, the last surviving major 
general of the Continental Army and one of Washington’s most trusted 
officers, with parades and dinners as he visited cities and towns. 
As the last surviving Major General of the Revolutionary War, 
Lafayette was invited by U.S. president James Monroe and Congress 
to visit the 24­state Union for what would become his Farewell Tour in 
the United States of America. Accompanied by his Secretary Auguste 
Levasseur, General Lafayette visited all the 24 states of the Union in 
13 months (August 1824 – September 1825).

"Marquis de Lafayette" Engine Panel Painting, 
National Museum of American History
This small painting is attributed to the Lafayette Hose Company 
No. 22, Philadelphia, PA, active 1833­1871. Although similar in 
style to paintings that often decorated hand­pumped fire engines 
during parades and other events, this item's smaller size indicates 
that it may instead have been used in a procession honoring 
Lafayette after his death. 
Artist Attribution: Thomas Sully, John Archibald Woodside
Image credit: National Museum of American History, Smithsonian 
Institution
Materials: Oil paint on metal 
Measurements: 7 in x 6 1/2 in (17.78 cm x 16.51 cm)
Place Made: Philadelphia, PA 
This fascinating item was discovered through Smithsonian Open 
Access (www.si.edu/openaccess), which gives the general public 
easy access to view, download, use, and share over 5 million 
images from the Smithsonian's museums and more, all for free. 
Check it out! Im
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Image credit: National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution

 
While almost 50 years had elapsed since the end of the Revolutionary War, the presence of General Lafayette in 
the United States unleashed a burning desire to express the peoples’ gratitude that had been building during the 
postwar period. Although the Farewell Tour of Lafayette is generally described as an outpouring of love and 
respect from the American people, looking at a specific narrative emphasizing the preparations made for the 
reception of Lafayette remains a unique vantage point to capture that spirit.
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Lafayette Returns!
 

Join the American Friends of Lafayette and DVR member Jeff
Hery in escorting Lafayette from Parkesburg to Lancaster.

July 27, 2025
Please make check payable to DVR­CCCA

How many will attend: ________  

Amount Enclosed: ________ ($10 per person)
 

Name: _________________________________

Address: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Phone: ________________________________  

Email: _________________________________ 

We need a count for the box lunches! Please return this tear­off form with $10 per participant 
to: Rob Praetorius, 32 Wexton Drive, Petersburg, NJ, 08270. Please respond by July 17, 2025.

Lafayette 250 Tour: Registration Form

Mail this form with check to Robert Praetorius , 32 Wexton Dr., Petersburg, NJ 08270 by July 17, 2025

July 27, 2025
Stottsville Inn,

3512 Strasburg Rd.,East Fallowfield, PA
  

10:00 a.m.
Cars Form for Parade

  
10:30 ­ 11:30 a.m.

Historic Fountain Inn—Parkesburg, PA
  

12:00 noon ­ 2:00 p.m.
Lafayette Tea ­ Historic White Chimneys Inn

Gap, PA
  

Military Review Ceremony­ Lafayette Tower Park
Lancaster, PA

  
Franklin and Marshall College ­ Lancaster

This will conclude our driving tour following Jeff
Hery’s 1929 Cadillac Dual Cowl Phaeton.

Lafayette's Limo and Driver



­ 15 ­

Vendors

Copyright 2025, DVRCCCA. All rights reserved.

Volume 2, Issue 2
March 2025



­ 16 ­

Vendors

Would you like to contribute?
 

We welcome articles and photos from our 
members! Do you have a personal car 
story, an event you would like featured in 
an upcoming newsletter, a service to 
advertise, or anything else you'd like to 
share with your fellow car enthusiasts? 
Please send it by email to 
rjpraetorius@gmail.com.

Share with a friend!
 

Do you know someone who loves classic 
cars? Do you have a friend who would like 
to become part of the DVRCCCA? Share 
this newsletter with them!
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